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ABSTRACT

Many temples in Taiwan provide medical divinatory lots for worshipers
to draw to cure their disease since ancient times. However, many medical
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divinatory lots contain poisonous drugs which may cause unexpected side
effects or even death i1f the drugs are not properly used.

This project investigated the current usage of medical divinatory lots
1n various temples in Taiwan area. The medical divinatory lots collected
could be divided into eight systems. The systems were not consistent with
the gods wordhipped in the temple. Within the same lots system, there were
also some variation in the number, species and contents. Among them, only
Realgar was regarded as poisonous drug. Endangered species such as bear gall,
tiger bones, rhinoceros hornstype were found in the lots. Controlled drug
shuch as poppy fruits shell, and dangerous 1tems shuch as rust nails and coins
were also found. However, no poisonous drugs and endangered species were
found in the free herbal books provided by these temples. The content of the
medical divinatory lots will be surveyed and the poisonous ingredients and
endangered species such as tiger bones in those medical divinatory lots will
be identified. A recommendation will be made to the Committee of Chinese
Medicine and Pharmacy, Department of Health which will be helpful in the
policy decision to eliminate incidence caused by medical divinatory lots.

Keywords: Temples, Medical Divinatory Lots, Investigation, Poisonous Drugs,
Endangered species
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